
Sermon February 9, 2020 
1 Corinthians 2  

When I came to you, brothers and sisters, I didn’t come preaching God’s secrets to you like I was an 
expert in speech or wisdom. I had made up my mind not to think about anything while I was with you 
except Jesus Christ, and to preach him as crucified. I stood in front of you with weakness, fear, and a 
lot of shaking. My message and my preaching weren’t presented with convincing wise words but with 
a demonstration of the Spirit and of power. I did this so that your faith might not depend on the wisdom 
of people but on the power of God. 
 

What we say is wisdom to people who are mature. It isn’t a wisdom that comes from the present day 
or from today’s leaders who are being reduced to nothing. We talk about God’s wisdom, which has 
been hidden as a secret. God determined this wisdom in advance, before time began, for our glory. It 
is a wisdom that none of the present-day rulers have understood, because if they did understand it, 
they would never have crucified the Lord of glory! But this is precisely what is written: God has 
prepared things for those who love him that no eye has seen, or ear has heard, or that haven’t crossed 
the mind of any human being. God has revealed these things to us through the Spirit. The Spirit 
searches everything, including the depths of God. Who knows a person’s depths except their own spirit 
that lives in them? In the same way, no one has known the depths of God except God’s Spirit. We 
haven’t received the world’s spirit but God’s Spirit so that we can know the things given to us by God. 
These are the things we are talking about—not with words taught by human wisdom but with words 
taught by the Spirit—we are interpreting spiritual things to spiritual people. But people who are 
unspiritual don’t accept the things from God’s Spirit. They are foolishness to them and can’t be 
understood, because they can only be comprehended in a spiritual way. Spiritual people comprehend 
everything, but they themselves aren’t understood by anyone. Who has known the mind of the Lord, 
who will advise him? But we have the mind of Christ. 

 

Hear what the scripture says to God’s people 
 

In his letter to the church in Corinth, Paul said: (I have paraphrased) 
 

What we say is wisdom to people who are Christian isn’t a wisdom that comes from the present day or from 
today’s leaders. Today’s leaders are being reduced to nothing. True wisdom is something that none of the 
present-day rulers understand. God has prepared things for those who love him that no eye has seen, or ear has 
heard, or that haven’t crossed the mind of any human being. God has revealed these things to us through the 
Spirit. The Spirit searches everything, including the depths of God.  
  

Who knows a person’s depths except their own spirit that lives in them? In the same way, no one has known 
the depths of God except God’s Spirit. We have received God’s Spirit so that we can know the things given to us 
by God.  We can’t explain the things that God has prepared for those who love him with words taught by human 
wisdom but only with words taught by the Spirit—we are interpreting spiritual things to spiritual people. But 
people who are unspiritual don’t accept the things from God’s Spirit. 
 

What Paul is saying is that God’s wisdom in not accessible to people who are not spiritual, and that God’s wisdom 
is not accessible to today’s leaders for this reason. It is interesting that Paul spoke of “today’s leaders.” So, it 
was true in the 1st century and it continues to be true today.  
 

The next reading is again from the Sermon on the Mount. It is the wisdom of Jesus.  
 

Matthew 5:13-20  
“You are the salt of the earth. But if salt loses its saltiness, how will it become salty again? It’s good for 
nothing except to be thrown away and trampled under people’s feet. You are the light of the world. A 



city on top of a hill can’t be hidden. Neither do people light a lamp and put it under a basket. Instead, 
they put it on top of a lampstand, and it shines on all who are in the house. In the same way, let your 
light shine before people, so they can see the good things you do and praise your Father who is in heaven. 
 

“Don’t even begin to think that I have come to do away with the Law and the Prophets. I haven’t come 
to do away with them but to fulfill them. I say to you very seriously that as long as heaven and earth 
exist, neither the smallest letter nor even the smallest stroke of a pen will be erased from the Law until 
everything there becomes a reality. Therefore, whoever ignores one of the least of these commands and 
teaches others to do the same will be called the lowest in the kingdom of heaven. But whoever keeps 
these commands and teaches people to keep them will be called great in the kingdom of heaven. I say 
to you that unless your righteousness is greater than the righteousness of the legal experts and the 
Pharisees, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven. 

 

Hear what the scripture says to God’s people. 
 

Wisdom comes to us in several ways. Scripture is one of the ways, tradition, reason, experience, prayer, group 
discernment with other Christians, what John Wesley called Holy Conferencing. Actually, all of these things 
should be surrounded by prayer as you ask for guidance from the same Holy Spirit who inspired the people to 
write the scriptures and to preserve the scriptures. But a basis in scripture should keep us from wandering off 
into our own preferences. To me, though, scripture should be studied as a whole. Too often, I hear verses being 
taken out of context, which can change their meaning.  
 

Here, Jesus is speaking of the scripture as he knew it, what we would call the Old Testament. And he does not 
do away with the scripture, but he reinterprets it for us. The passages after this one contains several instances 
of Jesus saying, “You have heard that it was said, but I say….” If you put this together with Jesus’ later teaching 
that the greatest commandment is to love God with all your heart and all your being, you should love your 
neighbor as yourself, and you should treat others as you would have them treat you; what he seems to be doing 
here is reinterpreting some of the commandments through the lens of Love. Every commandment, every 
teaching, is meant to inform our actions as we love others as we love ourselves. If it doesn’t do that, we need 
to go back and rethink.  
 

I read once that if we have a choice between doing the right thing and doing the loving thing, we should always 
choose to do the loving thing, and we will always be right. I think that this is what Jesus was saying. Get back to 
basics. Chose love. Love God, love yourself, love others, love strangers, treat people as you would want to be 
treated if you were in their shoes. This is God’s wisdom.  
 

Let’s pray: Open us to your wisdom, God. Send your Spirit to guide us in all things and teach us your ways. Don’t 
let us be misled by the wisdom of the world around us. And help us always to chose love, for this is true freedom. 
Amen 
 
Dear God, it has been a long week. We need to feel your presence in our lives. We ask that you direct our hearts 
and minds toward you. Fill us with your Spirit bringing wisdom that is not of this world, and assurance of your 
care. Forgive us for the times that we have worked so hard to be self sufficient, forgetting our need for you and 
trying to live independently of your Spirit. Forgive us for letting fear and worry control our minds, and for 
allowing pride and selfishness wreak havoc in our lives and the lives of others. Forgive us for not following your 
ways and for living distanced from your guidance. We give thanks that your ways are greater than our ways, 
your thoughts deeper than our thoughts, and your wisdom more wonderful than the wisdom of the world.  We 
trust to you today all of our concerns. As we pray the prayer that Jesus taught……. 


